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" We have a tumbling night. Friday and Saturday [December 2ist and 22d], we make some progress, but come to anchor each night, owing to snow-storms and darkness. On Sunday the 23d we get off Throgg's (or Frog's) Point, and, the wind serving us, we reach New York at half an hour after two. Many of my friends come on board to see me. With Mr. Constable I go and take lodgings in the Government House. After dinner many friends come, and it seems as if I were not an unwelcome guest in my native country. Colonel Hamilton, now General Hamilton, comes, whom I am very glad to see. I take occasion to let them know early my intention to lead a private life."
"I sit down to. write [December 25th], but am interrupted by a succession of visitors. My farmer, Gibson, comes to state in some degree the situation of my farm. Dine with Mr. Church. General Hamilton comes with me, and tells me the state of our affairs. He wishes me to take a share in the administration."
" Dine at Colonel Troop's [December 2Qth], who is still, as ever, a pleasant, laughing fellow. Stay late and sup, which is not wise."
" Mr. Low calls this morning [December 3oth], and takes me to his seat in Trinity Church, where Mr. Bache preaches a theological sermon. The news is come that the French Brest fleet has been defeated without effecting a landing in Ireland, that Bonaparte's transports are destroyed, and that his army is reduced to ten thousand men. This last part is, I fancy, premature."
" To-day [January 5th] I dine at home and go after dinner to my house at Morrisania, where I arrive at dusk, after an absence of above ten years."
With apparently no regret for the gay life of foreign courts, in which he had moved so long, Morris threw himself with all his natural energy into the affairs of his farm.d, whose nurse brought him to nie to keep out of the water with which her bed was overflowed,"from op-                       |
